
Mass Schedule   
Saturday Vigil:  4:00 PM  

Sunday:  8:00 AM & 10:00 AM  
(May  ~ October) 

7:00 AM, 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 
(November ~ April) 

Daily Mass:  
9:00 AM Monday ~ Saturday 
Holy Days: As Announced 
 

Parish Office Hours         
Monday ~ Friday: 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM 
Phone 239-567-2315 
Fax      239-567-2316 
Web-Site  www.sainttheresechurch.net 
E-mail  info@sainttheresechurch.net 
 

Location  
Two Miles North of Del Prado Blvd.  
Extension  on N. Tamiami Trail. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Please call the Parish Office for              
Registration. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday: 9:30 AM 
                  3:00 PM  
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 
This sacrament requires a time of           
preparation. Please contact the Parish 
Office at least six months before the 
wedding date. 
 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 
First Saturday of each month after the 
4:00 PM Mass or upon request. 
 

Rosary 8:00 AM Monday ~ Saturday 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
Wednesday after the 9:00 AM Mass.  
 

TV Mass for the Homebound 
Sundays 10:30-11:00 AM FOX4 (WFTX) 
or view the Mass on Diocesan website 
http://dioceseofvenice.org 

St. Therese Catholic Church 
20115 North Tamiami Trail  

North Fort Myers, FL 33903 

Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ June 17, 2018 



 

Altar Servers: Nelson Perez    567-2315 
 

Arimatheans:  Marge & Bob Grgic  567-1306 
 

Bereavement Coordinators: 

   Summer & Joseph Allman  567-2315 
 

Blanket Ministry:  Parish Office    567-2315 
 

Council of Catholic Women:  

      Josephine Weiss      567-1761 
 

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist: 

  Nancy Petrosinelli      731-7339 
 

Food Pantry:    Jack Mulvey     656-4926 
 

Fundraising:    Ed Fenning      731-7420           
 

Greeters & Ushers:  Al Petrosinelli  731-7339 
 

Gospel Forum:    

   Deacon Larry Schaupp       731-0120  
 

Homebound Ministry: 

                   Brenda Dolan            731-7494 
 

Knights of Columbus:  

  John VonDer Vellen    731-8785 
 

Lectors:           Eileen Kovatch 656-6659 
 

Music:             Marge Wolf      910-2868 
 

Rosary Makers:    Parish Office    567-2315        
 

Sunday Scripture Reflection: 

    Deacon Frank Barone 567-2315  
 

St. Vincent de Paul:  

   Betty Hopkins  567-3077 

Ministries / Organizations  

 

www.sainttheresechurch.net June 17, 2018                                       Page 2 

Pastor Fr. Tom Heck 

Permanent Deacon Deacon Frank Barone 

Growth in Faith and 

Communications            

Nelson Perez 

Parish Secretary      Barbara Gallagher 

Music Director      Marge Wolf 

Religious Education             Nelson Perez 

Bookkeeper William Ahrens 

Maintenance James Shephard 
Joseph Landry                                                

Ron Boulay 

Safe Environment 

Parish Income  

The Diocese of Venice requires that all employees 
and those volunteers who work with children 
and/or vulnerable adults be fingerprinted and 

trained in Safe Environment. For more  
information, contact Fr. Tom or visit the  

Diocesan website www.dioceseofvenice.org/   
 

A report must be made immediately to the  
Florida Department of Children and Families of 
any sexual abuse. The Abuse Hotline number is  
1-800-962-2873. A report must also be made to 
the Victim Assistance Coordinator of the Diocese 

of Venice, Barbara DiCocco at 941-416-6114. 

 
 

 

The 2018 CFA is an expression of St. 
Therese Parish’s desire to reach out to all in 
need in our ten county diocese!  THANK 
YOU to all who have made a pledge and/or 
gift to the Catholic Faith Appeal.  If you 
have not yet made your pledge or gift to the 
2018 appeal, please do so soon.  For those 
who did not receive the 2018 CFA mailing, 
please use one of the pledge cards and 
envelopes available at all entrances of the 
church.   Thank you! 

Weekend of June 10, 2018      $7,614.07 

One Year Ago $6,924.11 

Fiscal Year to Date:                   $682,701.95 

Catholic Faith Appeal 2018 

THANK YOU to all who give  
so generously! 

Parish Staff 

Pledged:       $144,560.69 
 

Collected:     $118,868.54 
 

Assessment: $188,000.00 
 

Parish Goal:  76.89%  

 

Parish Participation: 40.07% 



 
 

 

 

WELCOME to all who have joined with the Faith Community at St. Therese  
Parish as we begin the Eleventh Week of Ordinary Time. 

A special welcome is extended to all who are visiting from the area  
and others who may be vacationing in southwest Florida.   

To all who are traveling this week —  
have safe travels and enjoy your time while away. 

 
FATHER’S DAY PRAYERS & WISHES 

 
HAPPY FATHER’S DAY to all the Dads joining us in prayer this weekend!  The role of a 
father is awesome and carries with it so many responsibilities.  It has its share of 
sorrows and regrets coupled with joy and excitement.  I have many, many memories of 
my own father as I was growing up.  He, along with my mother, was charged with 
tending and supporting all twelve of us.  Every time I stop to think about my father, I 
discover more forgotten expressions of his love that had been hidden beneath all the 
surface things.  Let’s allow this day to bring us to a deeper realization of the love God 
revealed for us through the love of our dads.   The staff at St. Therese Parish joins me in 
wishing all Dads a BLESSED DAY!!  
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
 
Through The Institute for Catholic Studies and Formation, the Diocese of Venice is 
introducing Deeper Waters, an opportunity for Adult Education Classes via the internet.  
Participants learn about the beautiful heritage of the Catholic Church’s Tradition as they 
choose the classes they wish to take.  A wide variety of topics will be covered, all taught 
by local professors.  To learn more about what is being offered as well as the affordable 
cost, please go to The Institute for Catholic Studies and Formation at institute-dov.org 
or call 941-766-7334.  The Institute for Catholic Studies and Formation is located at  
10299 SW Peace River St. Arcadia, FL 34269.   
 
 

SHARE THE JOURNEY CONTINUES 
 
The Diocese of Venice continues to promote Share the Journey, a worldwide two-year 
initiative of Our Holy Father, Pope Francis. Striving to build bridges of reconciliation, 
understanding and hospitality, I share with you the fifth in a series of inserts concerning 
refugees and resettlement. 
 
Are Refugees a Security Risk? 
 
1.    The most difficult way to enter the United States legally is as a refugee. No other 
category of traveler to the United States undergoes such a rigorous and detailed 
screening process. Source: White House 
 
2.    The screening process typically takes 18-24 months and involves numerous federal 
intelligence and security agencies, including the Department of Homeland Security, the 
Department of State, the Department of Defense, the National Counterterrorism Center, 
and the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Source: The U.S. Department of State 
 
3.    Fewer than 1% of all refugees are even considered for resettlement. Refugees 
undergo biographic and fingerprint security checks to confirm their identity. They are 
also extensively interviewed by specially trained officers from U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services. 

 
        LIVE GOD’S LOVE! 

                 Fr. Tom  
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Life at St. Therese 
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Parish News 
 

WEEKLY GATHERINGS 
 
Sunday Scripture Reflection, led by 
Deacon Frank Barone, meets Mondays, from 
1:15 – 2:15 PM, in the conference room.   
 

Gospel Forum a gathering of men who 
explore the Scripture readings for the 
following Sunday, meets on Wednesdays, 
from 10:15 – 11:15 AM.  (The Gospel Forum 
will not meet during July and August.)  If you 
wish to join, please contact Deacon Larry 
Schaupp at 239-731-0120. 
 

Friends of Lazarus, a gathering for those 
who grieve the death of a loved one, meets 
on Fridays, at 9:45 AM, in the conference 
room.  The Friends of Lazarus meet 
throughout the year. 
 

Rosary Makers of the Council fo Catholic 
Women meet on the second and fourth 
Thursdays of each month following the 9:00 
AM Mass. Contact Doris Schwarzwalder 731-
2678 for more information. 
 

Prayer for Life, an opportunity to publicly 
pray for a greater respect for all human life 
takes place on the first Thursday of each 
month from 10:00 AM – 12:00 Noon at 
Planned Parenthood (College & Winkler in 
Fort Myers).  Meet at St. Therese Church 
following the 9:00 AM Mass to carpool.  
Contact Deacon Larry Schaupp at 239-731-
0120 for more information.  

 

NEW TO ST. THERESE PARISH 
 
Make a commitment to pray with and to join 
in the spiritual journey of those who gather 
at St. Therese Church by taking time to  
register.  If you have joining us for the  
Eucharist, but have not registered in the 
parish, please do.  Making oneself known 
makes it possible for others to minister to us 
when the need arises. Join the St. Therese 
Parish Community by returning a completed 
registration form (main entrance of the 
church) or by coming to the parish office.   

CELEBRATING THE EUCHARIST 
 
The months of summer present         
St. Therese Parish with a special 
challenge.  During the seasonal 
time of the year, there are many 
persons who serve in the various 
liturgical roles.  However, many go 

north to their families and others who live 
here year-round take a week or more to  
vacation in other parts of our country and 
world.  The result is that we find ourselves 
in need of ushers and greeters, lectors, 
extraordinary ministers of the Eucharist 
(especially 4:00 PM on Saturday), and 
Mass servers.  If you are able and willing to 
serve in any of these ministries, please  
contact Nelson Perez.  He will arrange for the 
training and then schedule the Mass times 
requested.  St. Therese Parish comes to life 
when we accept roles of service within our 
Faith Community.  YOU ARE NEEDED!     

 

 

HONORING OUR DADS  
 

God took the strength of a mountain, The majesty    
of a tree, The warmth of a summer sun, The calm        
of a quiet sea, The generous soul of nature, The  

comforting arm of night, The wisdom of the ages,  
The power of the eagle's flight, The joy of a morning 
in spring, The faith of a mustard seed, The patience 
of eternity, The depth of a family need, Then God 
combined these qualities, When there was nothing 

more to add, He knew His masterpiece was complete, 
And so, He called it ... Dad 

 

Author Unknown 

PARISH WEB-SITE 
 
Keeping our parish web-
site current and attractive 
not only takes time and  
dedication, but also comes 
at a cost.  So that St. 
Therese Parish does not 
carry the cost alone,  
Solutio, our web-site provider, seeks  
businesses and companies to sponsor ads on 
the web-site.  A representative of Solutio is 
currently contacting potential advertisers in 
our area.  Talk it up… people or places with 
whom you do business… tell them about this 
opportunity to advertise.  If they are  
interested, please contact Nelson Perez and 
he will have Solutio make a contact.  We  
truly need this sort of support if we are to 
continue our web-site with the current  
arrangement.  The web-site address is 
www.sainttheresechurch.net.  



Traveling? Find a Mass wherever you go  
www.masstimes.org 
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Parish and Diocesan News 

ORDINATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD  
 
Please join Bishop Frank J. Dewane in the  
celebration of the Ordination to the  
Priesthood of Transitional Deacon Shawn 
Roser, at 11:00 AM, on Saturday, July 14, at 
Epiphany Cathedral in Venice. All are  
welcome and encouraged to attend this  
important event in the Diocese of Venice. 

 

PRAYER FOR PROTECTION  
FROM HURRICANES 

 

God, our Father, Creator of the Universe,  
You have set the earth on its foundation 
and all the elements of nature obey Your 

command.  We humbly pray to You to 
keep us safe from all dangers and calm 

the storms which may threaten us.   
May we be secure in Your loving protection  
and serve You always with grateful hearts.   

We ask this through Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,   

one God, forever and ever.  Amen. FOOD PANTRY 
 
When you bring food to St. Therese Parish to 
give to the pantry, please bring only non-
perishable food. DO NOT bring frozen foods, 
fresh vegetables, breads or other baked 
goods. PLEASE… nothing in glass jars. 

GIFTING ST. THERESE PARISH 
 
A bequest is a concrete way to  
express gratitude to God for a  
lifetime of blessings. Simple  
bequests can easily be included in  
a donor’s will or trust. The  
following legal wording is sufficient 
for leaving a gift through a bequest: “I  
bequeath the sum of $ ____ or ____% of 
the residual of my estate to Saint Therese 
Parish in North Fort Myers, Inc., 20115 North 
Tamiami Trail, North Fort Myers, FL 33903.”  
Thank you for considering your St. Therese 
Parish Community as you make your wishes 
known through your will or trust. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB) is calling all Catholics 
across the United States to pray and act in 
support of Religious Liberty at home and 
abroad during Serving Others in God's Love: 
Religious Freedom Week 2018, which begins 
on June 22, the Feast of Ss. Thomas More 
and John Fisher, and ends on June 29, the 
Solemnity of Ss. Peter and Paul.  Our special 
prayer focus during the morning adoration at 
St. Therese on Wednesday, June 27, will be 
for protecting religious freedom. Come and 
celebrate the 9:00 AM Mass with us and  
remain in prayer during the Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament. 

 

CATHOLIC FAITH APPEAL 2018 
 
Although we got off to a tremendous start  
in February with the Catholic Faith Appeal, 
we have not yet achieved our parish  
assessment.  With about $44,000 to go until 
we reach $188,000…  I urge everyone who 
has not yet contributed to the 2018 CFA to 
make their offering soon.  Please recall that 
all funds collected over our goal are returned 
to the parish with the first 25% ($47,000) 
not assessed in any future Catholic Faith  
Appeal. Thank you for your generosity. 

PRAY EACH DAY 
 
These days of summer may 
be for us a great opportunity 
to begin to attend a weekday 
Mass or two… or more!  The 
strength of every parish is 
found and expressed not only 
in the Sunday celebrations of 
the Mass, but in daily Mass as well.  The 
weekday Masses at St. Therese are at 9:00 
AM – later than most for a reason… to allow 
time for us to begin our day and then to 
come to Mass.  Give it some thought… and 
then action.  You will be blessed!  

Learn more at 

Are you registered at FORMED? 
It’s EASY and FREE to Register! 
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PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY 
 

All Powerful and ever living God, when 
Abraham left his native land and departed 

from his people, you kept him safe through all 
his journeys.  Protect our military personnel.  

Be their constant companion and their 
strength in battle, their refuge in every 

adversity. Guide them, O Lord, that they  
may return home in safety.  Amen. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Bob Anderson, Paul Blaisdell Jr., Margaret Boyd 
Bill Blanchard, Anna-Christine Broderick 

Dennis Collins, Joanne Durbin, Sharon Fonk 
Charles Gallagher, Joseph Gertzen, Joanne Gluck 

Alisa Grossi, Ernest L. Harris, Richard Jung 
Joseph Kovatch, Jr., Nicholas McPartland 

Suzanne Miller, Raymond Paquette, Joseph Perez 
Michelle Piatt, Andrea Stramel, Cynthia Taylor 

Jack Taylor, Lilli Vitale, Jennie Wagman  
Adisyn Wingen, Charlene Wood 

 

If you wish to have the name of a relative or 
friend added to our prayer list for six weeks, 

please contact the parish office, 239-567-2315  

GIFTS OF BREAD & WINE 
 

If you are willing to carry the 
bread and wine to the altar at a 
particular weekend Mass, 
please introduce yourself to an 
usher and  inform him/her of 
your willingness to assist!  All 

are invited to accept this special role and act 
on behalf of all who are gathered to pray. 

 
FLOWER MEMORIALS 

 
If you wish to make a fresh flower 
memorial donation to be placed in 
front of the altar on a particular 
weekend, please contact the office.  
The cost is $65 for a live flower  
arrangement.  All flower orders must be 
placed through the parish office.   

 

† Deceased            Living 

Bread and Wine  
 

The bread and wine on June 17th 
is given in memory of  

Philomena Gallagher, forever loved 

Readings For The Week of June 17 

Sunday: Ez 17:22-24/Ps 92:2-3, 13-14, 15-16 
[cf. 2a]/2 Cor 5:6-10/Mk 4:26-34  

Monday:     1 Kgs 21:1-16/Ps 5:2-3ab, 4b-6a, 6b
-7 [2b]/Mt 5:38-42 

Tuesday:     1 Kgs 21:17-29/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 11 
and 16 [3a]/Mt 5:43-48 

Wednesday: 2 Kgs 2:1, 6-14/Ps 31:20, 21, 24 
[25]/Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 

Thursday: Sir 48:1-14/Ps 97:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7 
[12a]/Mt 6:7-15 

Friday:       2 Kgs 11:1-4, 9-18, 20/Ps 132:11, 
12, 13-14, 17-18 [13]/Mt 6:19-23 

Saturday:   2 Chr 24:17-25/Ps 89:4-5, 29-30, 31
-32, 33-34 [29a]/Mt 6:24-34 

Sunday:      Vigil: Jer 1:4-10/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 
15, 17 [6b]/1 Pt 1:8-12/Lk 1:5-17 
Day: Is 49:1-6/Ps 139:1-3, 13-14, 14
-15/Acts 13:22-26/Lk 1:57-66, 80  

Mon. 18 9:00 AM † Andy and Allen Straka 

Tues. 19 9:00 AM † Karen Rossman 

Wed. 20 9:00 AM † Beatrice Demos Sotis 

Thur. 21 9:00 AM † Patricia McHenry 

Fri. 22 9:00 AM † Kenneth Borman 

Sat. 23 9:00 AM † Ronald J. Gardner 

Sat. 23 4:00 PM † Lawrence and Evelyn 
DellaCorte 

Sun. 24 8:00 AM  All Members of  
St. Therese Parish 

Sun. 24 10:00 AM † Betty Bednar 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
 
The St. Vincent de Paul Society looks to us for 
financial support so that they may reach out 
to the poor and needy in our name.  THANK 
YOU to all who make regular contributions 
through St. Therese Parish. Envelopes are 
found at the main entrance of the church.  

THE FUNERAL MASS 
 
An emerging trend is to have a service 
or gathering at a funeral home or a 
community club house instead of a  
Funeral Mass in the church…  or, no 
service at all.  This decision is often 
based on convenience and without the 

realization that the Funeral Mass is part of the 
Ritual Prayer celebrated by Catholics for one 
who has died.  Rarely should a service at a 
funeral home or club house take the place of 
the Mass of the Resurrection.  Celebrating the 
Eucharist for those we love expresses our 
deepest ties and relationships. 

 


