
Mass Schedule   
Saturday Vigil:  4:00 PM  

Sunday: 7:00, 9:00 & 11:00 AM 
(November ~ April) 

8:00 AM & 10:00 AM  
(May  ~ October) 

Daily Mass:  
9:00 AM Monday ~ Saturday 
Holy Days: As Announced 
 

Parish Office Hours         
Monday ~ Friday: 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM 
Phone 239-567-2315 
Fax      239-567-2316 
Web-Site  www.sainttheresechurch.net 
E-mail  info@sainttheresechurch.net 
 

Location  
Two Miles North of Del Prado Blvd.  
Extension  on N. Tamiami Trail. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Please call the Parish Office for              
Registration. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday: 9:30 AM 
                  3:00 PM  
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 
This sacrament requires a time of           
preparation. Please contact the Parish 
Office at least six months before the 
wedding date. 
 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 
First Saturday of each month after the 
4:00 PM Mass or upon request. 
 

Rosary 8:00 AM Monday ~ Saturday 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
Wednesday after the 9:00 AM Mass.  
 

TV Mass for the Homebound 
Sundays 10:30-11:00 AM FOX4 (WFTX) 
or view the Mass on Diocesan website 
http://dioceseofvenice.org 

St. Therese Catholic Church 
20115 North Tamiami Trail  

North Fort Myers, FL 33903 

The Baptism of the Lord ~ January 13, 2019 
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Safe Environment 

Parish Income  

The Diocese of Venice requires that all employees 
and those volunteers who work with children 
and/or vulnerable adults be fingerprinted and 

trained in Safe Environment. For more  
information, contact Fr. Tom or visit the  

Diocesan website www.dioceseofvenice.org   
 

A report must be made immediately to the  
Florida Department of Children and Families of 
any sexual abuse. The Abuse Hotline number is  
1-800-962-2873. A report must also be made to 
the Victim Assistance Coordinator of the Diocese 

of Venice, Susan Benton at 941-416-6114. 

 

The 2018 CFA was a most generous 
expression of the desire of St. Therese 
Parish to reach out to all in need in our  
ten-county diocese!  THANK YOU to all who 
made a gift to the 2018 Catholic Faith 
Appeal.  Our parish assessment was again 
exceeded and all monies over $188,000 will 
be returned to St. Therese Parish.   

Catholic Faith Appeal 2018 

 

THANK YOU to all who give  
so generously! 

Pledged:       $220,103.51 
 

Collected:     $219,363.51 
 

Assessment: $188,000.00 
 

Parish Goal:  117.08%  

 

Parish Participation: 44.44% 

 

Altar Servers: Nelson Perez    567-2315 
 

Arimatheans:  Marge & Bob Grgic  567-1306 
 

Bereavement Coordinators: 

   Summer & Joseph Allman  567-2315 
 

Blanket Ministry:  Parish Office    567-2315 
 

Council of Catholic Women:  

      Josephine Weiss      567-1761 
 

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist: 

  Nancy Petrosinelli      731-7339 
 

Food Pantry:    Jack Mulvey     656-4926 
 

Fundraising:    Ed Fenning      731-7420           
 

Greeters & Ushers:  Al Petrosinelli  731-7339 
 

Gospel Forum: Nick Vitale     349-2281  
 

Homebound Ministry: 

                   Brenda Dolan            731-7494 
 

Knights of Columbus:  

  John VonDer Vellen    731-8785 
 

Lectors:           Eileen Kovatch 656-6659 
 

Music:             Marge Wolf      910-2868 
 

Rosary Makers:    Parish Office    567-2315        
 

Sunday Scripture Reflection: 

    Deacon Frank Barone 567-2315  
 

St. Vincent de Paul:  

   Betty Hopkins  567-3077 

Ministries / Organizations 

Pastor Fr. Tom Heck 

Weekend Assistant Fr. Arnold  Zebrowski 

Permanent Deacon Deacon Frank Barone 

Growth in Faith and 
Communications            

Nelson Perez 

Parish Secretary      Barbara Gallagher 

Music Director      Marge Wolf 

Religious Education             Nelson Perez 

Bookkeeper William Ahrens 

Maintenance James Shephard 

Joseph Landry                                                

Ron Boulay 

Parish Staff  

 

Weekend, December 30, 2018      $10,773.03 

One Year Ago $12,118.52 

January 1, 2019 $5,609.93 

Weekend, January 6, 2019      $15,197.82 

One Year Ago $15,806.30 

December Online Giving $6,986.00 

Fiscal Year to Date:                   $347,531.88 



 
 

 

 

WELCOME to all who have joined with the Faith Community at St. Therese  
as we gather in prayer to celebrate the Baptism of the Lord.   

A special welcome is extended to all who are visiting from the area  
and others who may be vacationing in southwest Florida!   

Also, welcome back to all who “winter” in this part of the United Sates! 
                                       

                                   A GREAT GENEROSITY 
 

St. Therese Parish witnessed an incredible generosity during the month of December.  
Three different needs were heavily supported over the last thirty days of 2018.  First of 
all, the Angel Tree had 180 angel ornaments hanging on it for a short time before all of 
them were removed for gifting.  In addition to the 180 gift cards ($25 Visa, Mastercard), 
sixteen additional cards were given… for a total of 196 cards with a value of $4,900!  
Secondly, I put out a call for donations to the Food Pantry as during the months of 
winter, the demand for food greatly increases.  The amount of food brought and placed 
in the benches at the church main entrance rose significantly.  All three large transport 
containers were filled and extra bags as well for each Wednesday delivery following the 
mention of need.  And thirdly, the 2018 Catholic Faith Appeal assessment was met and 
exceeded by an amount even greater than the previous year of 2017!  Several large end 
of year gifts were received along with many smaller gifts that combined made a 
tremendous difference!!  Every act of generosity contributes to the action of love and 
care.  THANK YOU to all who made a difference in the month of December!   
 

SCAM ALERT 
 

Scams continue to evolve and multiply.  It seems that new ones are always surfacing 
and old ones are being repeated.  A scam which has greatly increased is that which asks 
for gift cards in payment for any number of things.  IT IS ALWAYS A SCAM… no matter 
what the cause might be!  Disconnect your call and do not answer it again if there is a 
call back.  No matter how serious it may sound or how sad the cause may be that is 
presented, IT’S A SCAM.  Do not fall for it and loose your money! PLEASE… BE CAREFUL.  
 

Be careful as well for the scam which is often presented to those who have 
grandchildren.  The story is presented that a grandchild was traveling, was arrested and 
needs money to get out of jail… or needs money because the car broke down… and the 
list continues.  The child’s name and age is correct and the caller knows you by name as 
well… that’s a scammer who did the research and knows how to play on emotion!  
Because it’s most likely a scam, just simply say that you will check with your family 
whereabouts first.  That will likely result in a disconnect by the caller.  You may love 
your grandchildren dearly, but do not allow anyone to use their name and your care to 
scam you!  PLEASE, PLEASE… be careful.  Remember, any caller who threatens you with 
arrest or speaks of an urgency to act with no time to waste… THAT’S A SCAM! Scammers 
do not want the recipient of a scamming call to speak with anyone else – they want 
immediate action.  PLEASE… be careful. 
 

BULLETIN ADVERTISERS  
 

Many local businesses choose to advertise in the St. Therese Parish bulletin with the 
hope that we will respond and support what they offer.  Several of the ads are from 
fellow St. Therese members, while others are members of neighboring Catholic parishes.  
Still others are in our communities and offer services which could benefit us in some 
way.  The cost of printing the bulletin is completely paid by the income generated from 
the ads.  At the end of each fiscal year, there is also a profit sharing presented to St. 
Therese by the bulletin printer.  (As an aside, Dina’s at Sabal Springs will deduct $2 off 
the Sunday Brunch Buffet if you bring in a bulletin and present the ad – if other 
advertisers offer a special incentive, I will pass that information along.)  Whenever you 
have a need, please consider checking the bulletin before making your choice.   

 

        LIVE WITH JOY & HOPE!                     

                                          Fr. Tom  
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Life at St. Therese 

 



 
 

 

All of us at St. Therese Faith Family join in   
welcoming those who have joined our Faith 
Community during the month of December. 
 

Constance Crowl 
Duane & Barbara Jean Dulin 
Lawrence & Johanna Gigliotti 

Steven & Mary Ann Jurek 
Francis & Karen McGovern 
Donald & Deborah Miknis 

Claudette Parent 
Tom & Kathy Parker 

 
Remember to welcome those who join us as 
we celebrate the Eucharist.  A brief word and 
a happy smile to express your welcome can 
make a big difference to one who is seeking 
people with whom to pray.  Although the  
lector voices a welcome prior to the  
beginning of Mass, and the priest does the 
same, the best word of welcome comes from 
those who sit next to one another! 
 

NEW TO ST. THERESE PARISH 
 

Make a commitment to pray with and to join 
in the spiritual journey of those who gather 
at St. Therese Church by taking time to  
register.  If you have been joining us for the  
Eucharist, but have not registered in the 
parish, please do.  Making oneself known 
makes it possible for others to minister to us 
when the need arises. Join the St. Therese 
Parish Community by returning a completed 
registration form (main entrance of the 
church) or by coming to the parish office.   
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Parish News 
 

WEEKLY GATHERINGS 
 
Sunday Scripture Reflection, led by 
Deacon Frank Barone, meets every Tuesday, 
from 9:45 – 10:45 AM, conference room. 
 

Gospel Forum, a gathering of men who 
explore the Gospel, meets on Wednesdays, 
from 10:15 – 11:15 AM, conference room. 
 

Friends of Lazarus, a gathering for those 
who grieve the death of a loved one, meets 
on Fridays, at 9:45 AM, conference room. 
 

Rosary Makers, Council of Catholic Women 
meet on the second and fourth Thursdays of 
each month following the 9:00 AM Mass.  
 

Prayer for Life, public prayer for a greater 
respect for all human life meets on the first 
Thursday of each month from 10:00 – 12:00 
Noon at Planned Parenthood (College & 
Winkler in Fort Myers).  Meet at St. Therese 
following the 9:00 AM Mass to carpool. 

HOLDING IN PRAYER 
 
Please pray for Larry Melia (son of 
Doreen Melia of St. Therese Parish).  
May Larry be with the Lord always 
and forever.  A Funeral Mass was  
celebrated at St. Therese Parish.   
May he rest in the love and peace of God.  

 

MONTHLY PARISH DINNER 
 
With the sponsorship of the 
Knights of Columbus, St. Therese 
Parish will be having the next 
monthly dinner on Friday,  
February 8. The main entrée will 
be Pot Roast Dinner.  Tickets 
($12.50) may be purchased at  
weekend Masses at the 50/50 table or in the 
Parish Office no later than Monday, February 
4 at 10:00 AM.  The dinner is served at the  
K of C Hall on Slater Road in North Fort  
Myers.  Doors open at 5:30 PM and dinner 
begins at 6:30 PM.  Join with others for a 
great dinner and a time for socializing. 

COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN 
 
The members of the Council of 
Catholic Women are attending the 
4:00 PM Mass as a group this 
weekend (Corporate Mass).  
 

The C.C.W. will have their next General 
Membership Meeting at St. Therese Church 
this Thursday, January 17 at 1:00 PM.  All 
members are encouraged to attend! 
 

WARM CLOTHING & BLANKETS 
 
A HEARTHY THANK YOU to the 
many, many people who 
brought warm clothing and 
blankets for the homeless and 
indigent last weekend!  With 
such a tremendous response, the ladies of 
the Council of Catholic Women were able to 
distribute articles to more agencies than in 
past years!  In addition to gently used  
clothing and blankets, there were also many 
newly purchased items.  THANK YOU! 
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Parish and Diocesan News 

PARISH SUPPORT ENVELOPES 
 
The 2019 Parish envelopes are available on 
the tables along the back wall of the church.  
They are arranged in alphabetical order  
beginning on the left.  Please take a few  
moments to find yours and take them with 
you today.  Please contact Barbara, to make 
any changes and/or corrections.   

DIOCESAN WIDE GATHERINGS 
 
The Diocesan Men's Conference will be held  
on Saturday, February 2, 2019 and the  
Diocesan Women's Conference will be held 
Saturday, February 16, 2019.  Both  
conferences take place at Bishop Verot High 
School in Fort Myers.  Registration information 
is available on the diocesan website. 
 

Couples celebrating 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, or 
more years of marriage in 2019 are invited to 
an Anniversary Mass. The Anniversary Mass 
will be celebrated in two locations: 11:00 AM, 
Saturday, March 2 at Epiphany Cathedral 
(Venice), and 10:00 AM, Saturday, March 16 
at St. Leo the Great Parish (Bonita Springs). 
Registration will take place very soon. 
 

Bishop Dewane will celebrate a Mass for all 
widows and widowers at 3:30 PM, Sunday, 
January 20, 2019 at Epiphany Cathedral 
(Venice). Dinner will follow in the Parish Hall. 
To register or for further information, please 
visit www.dioceseofvenice.org/calendar 
or call 941-484-9543.   

CARING FOR THE POOR 
 
The St. Vincent de Paul Society looks to us 
for financial support so that they may reach 
out to the poor and needy in our name.  
THANK YOU to all who make regular  
contributions through St. Therese Parish.  
Envelopes in which to make an offering are 
found at the main entrance of the church.  
 

When you bring food to St. Therese Church 
for the Food Pantry, please bring only non-
perishable food… DO NOT bring frozen 
foods, fresh vegetables, breads or other 
baked goods.  PLEASE nothing in glass jars.  

 

IMPORTANT EVENTS 
 

2019 MARDI GRAS 
Monday, March 4 at 5:30 PM 

 

2019 FASHION SHOW 
Sunday, March 31 at 12:00 PM 

 

LATIN AMERICA OFFERING 
 
The Collection for the Church in Latin  
America is taking place in the Diocese of 
Venice next weekend (January 19/20).    
Please be generous in this collection and 
take this opportunity to share your faith with 
families in Latin America and the Caribbean.  
Offering envelopes can be found in your box 
of parish envelopes or at the entrance of the 
church.  Your support truly makes a  
difference!  Thank you for your generosity!  

PARKING LOT & PERFUME 
 
PLEASE exercise caution when parking your 
vehicle… park between the lines and avoid 
parking very near or on them.  Cars are 
damaged when parking too close and a car 
door is slammed into the side of the car next 
to it.  Also, please observe the 5 mph speed 
limit when you enter the parking lot areas…  
cars can move much faster than any of us!!!     
 

Persons with allergies or breathing  
difficulties suffer when perfume is worn by 
those seated near them.  Those who use 
perfumes are please asked to use less or no 
perfume when attending Mass.  Thank you! 

GIFTING ST. THERESE PARISH 
 
A bequest is a concrete way to 
express gratitude to God for a 
lifetime of blessings. Simple  
bequests can easily be included 
in a donor’s will or trust. The  
following legal wording is  
sufficient for leaving a gift 
through a bequest: “I bequeath the sum of $ 
____ or ____% of the residual of my estate 
to Saint Therese Parish in North Fort Myers, 
Inc., 20115 N Tamiami Trl, North Fort Myers, 
FL   33903.”  Thank you for considering your 
St. Therese Parish Community as you make 
your wishes known through your will or trust. 

 SCHOOL RAFFLE 
 

St. Andrew School in Cape Coral 
will be having their annual raffle 
to raise funds to assist in the  
operation of the school.  The 

drawing will take place on January 20.  To all 
who have taken raffle tickets – please either 
mail them to St. Andrew School early this 
week or return them to the St. Therese  
Parish Office no later than 10:00 AM this 
Tuesday.  THANK YOU for your support!   
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Readings For The Week of January 13 

Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 104:1b-2, 3-4, 24-
25, 27-28, 29-30 [1]/Ti 2:11-14; 3:4
-7/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22  

Monday:     Heb 1:1-6/Ps 97:1 and 2b, 6 and 7c, 
9 [cf. 7c]/Mk 1:14-20 

Tuesday:     Heb 2:5-12/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9 
[cf. 7]/Mk 1:21-28 

Wednesday: Heb 2:14-18/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-
9 [8a]/Mk 1:29-39 

Thursday: Heb 3:7-14/Ps 95:6-7c, 8-9, 10-11 
[8]/Mk 1:40-45 

Friday:       Heb 4:1-5, 11/Ps 78:3 and 4bc, 6c-7, 
8 [cf. 7b]/Mk 2:1-12 

Saturday:   Heb 4:12-16/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15 [cf, 
Jn 6:63c]/Mk 2:13-17 

Sunday:      Is 62:1-5/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10 
[3]/1 Cor 12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11 

 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY 
 

All Powerful and ever living God,  
when Abraham left his native land  

and departed from his people,  
you kept him safe through all his journeys.   

Protect our military personnel.  
Be their constant companion  
and their strength in battle,  

their refuge in every adversity.  
Guide them, O Lord, that  

they may return home in safety. Amen. 

Mon. 14 9:00 AM † Rosemarie Fenning 

Tues. 15 9:00 AM † Bob Huber 

Wed. 16 9:00 AM † Erwin Niesyn 

Thur. 17 9:00 AM † Kathryn and Gilbert 
Noble 

Fri. 18 9:00 AM † Joseph Reda 

Sat. 19 9:00 AM † Richard Redcay 

Sat. 19 4:00 PM † William Gilmour 

Sun. 20 7:00 AM † Ellen and Andy Kohut 

Sun. 20 9:00 AM  All Members of  
St. Therese Parish 

Sun. 20 11:00 AM † William Gilmour 

FLOWER MEMORIALS 
 
If you wish to make a fresh flower memorial 
donation to be placed in front of the altar on  
a particular weekend, please contact the  
Parish office.  The cost is $65 for a live flower 
arrangement.  All flower orders must be 
placed through the parish office. 

Bread and Wine  
 

The bread and wine on January 17th  
is given in memory of  

Rev. Pat Marafiotii & Robert Palazzo 

† Deceased            Living 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Frank Adamske, Janice Austin, Robert Bannon 
Gregory Beal, Bob Bremmer, Ken Clapsaddle 

Lisa Craighton, Bob & Helen DeMarco, Ellen DiTusa 
Cindy Farley, Rose Fitzgerald, Bob Fraser 

Joseph Gertzen, Joanne Gluck, Bernie Goldstein 
Alisa Grossi, Carolyn Hare, Becky Harper 
Marilyn Healy, Richard Jung, Hat Martin 
George McHenry, Nicholas McPartland 

Jeannie Mrocdeq, Joseph Perez, Michelle Piatt 
Jean Rourke, Sharon Rozanski, Sharron Stanton 
Margaret Stow, Andrea Stramel, Cynthia Taylor 

Jack Taylor, Charles Vasicek, Lilli Vitale 
Leigh Wallace, Jeanie Weddleton Dreyer 

Bennett Williams, Adisyn Wingen, Charlene Wood 
 

If you wish to have the name of a relative or 
friend added to our prayer list for six weeks, 

please contact the parish office, 239-567-2315 

TRAFFIC OFFERING 
 

From November through April, various law 
enforcement agencies assist worshipers at 
St. Therese Parish as they seek both egress 
and entrance to Highway 41.  This service 
comes at an annual cost of nearly $17,000!  
To offset this expenditure, a TRAFFIC   
envelope is included in the box of parish  
envelopes during the six months when  
assistance is needed.  Envelopes are also 
available at the main entrance of the church.  

GIFTS OF BREAD & WINE 
 
If you are willing to carry the bread and wine 
to the altar at a weekend Mass, please  
introduce yourself to an usher and inform 
him/her of your willingness to assist!  THANK 
YOU who are willing to serve. 

CELIAC DISEASE SUFFERERS 
 
Many who suffer with celiac disease are  
unable to receive the host at Communion.  
However, some sufferers can tolerate low-
gluten hosts.  Please contact Fr. Tom if you 
are a celiac sufferer and would like to  
explore the possibility of receiving  
Communion using a low-gluten host.  

Traveling? Find a Mass wherever you go  
www.masstimes.org 


